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   Summer Programs 
 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

Enrichment 

Health and nutrition have always been vital to the success of After-School All-Stars.  The Brown Middle School 

Dolphins made homemade low fat   vanilla ice cream, the kids at Gilbert House were soothed by the sparkling blue 

swimming pool, and the kids at King Middle School learned about chronic,  infectious, and epidemic diseases 

through Citizen Wellness.  City of Refuge’s children created breakfast burritos in their nutrition classes while the 

Long Middle School Tigers made squash and peppers for their Project C.H.E.W. community garden.  They also 

prepared peanut butter and banana quesadillas and Tex Mex for their nutrition clinic.   Brown Middle School’s  

students used the Nintendo Wii to experience fun and exciting exercise programs such as archery, bowling, and 

swimming.   The City of Refuge Boy Scouts, as well as the ladies of Girl talk, participated in character building and 

team work activities.  Moreover, the 2nd and 3rd graders were taught about leading kickball tournaments.  Overall, 

these programs gave the students valuable lessons on living healthy lifestyles.   

Health And Nutrition                                                    

Recreation 

Throughout our years in operation, we never forget to send our students to 

some magnificent sites for their field trips.  The kids at Brown Middle 

School took part in the day hike and overnight camping trip of Mosiah’s 

Roots and visited Stone Mountain.  City of Refuge brought its children to 

Camp Evergreen, where they enjoyed activities such as boating and                

swimming in partnership with Wilderness Works.  Other destinations they 

visited were Miracle League Park and the North Avenue Old 4th Ward             

playground.  These sites allowed them to enjoy inflatables, waterslides, 

swings, and rock walls.  They also built a city out of Legos at Lego Land, 

experienced jet-skiing and boating at Camp Oconee, and had a camping trip 

at Camp Bob in North Carolina to experience activities like biking and 

mountain hiking. Likewise, they watched Walt Disney’s Brave for their              

Friday entertainment.  The students at King Middle School visited sites such 

as the Atlanta Botanical Gardens, Dixie Land Fun Park, and World of Coke 

for their field trips.  The Tigers of Long Middle School attended the Atlanta 

Symphony Orchestra to listen to various musical selections and they went to 

the CNN Center and Georgia Aquarium.  These enthralling field trips were 

both fun and educational for the kids we serve.   

The recreational component of our programs enhances the summer                    

academies for the kids we serve.  The students at King Middle School were 

taught about writing and recording songs in the Hip Hop Studio clinic while 

the kids at Long Middle School painted, drew, and sculpted miniature                

models.  They also made and decorated bracelet necklaces and rings to              

honor women that lost their lives from breast cancer.  Kids at Brown Middle 

School developed their analytical and critical thinking skills with board 

games ranging from Chess and Sorry to Life and Monopoly.  In addition, 

kids at Gilbert House participated in the Atlanta Street Theater to learn about 

voice and improvisational theatre skills, movement, and scene development 

in play performances.  These culturally enriching activities were nothing 

short of spectacular and the students thoroughly enjoyed them while learning 

a lot in the process.   

Field Trips 
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More Summer Activities 

Every summer After-School All-Stars partners with the GSU Department of 

Middle-Secondary Education and Instructional Technology to host the literacy 

clinics.  This year the students read texts in books, newspapers, songs, ads, 

photographs, and cartoons to learn about important community issues.  The 

topics ranged from immigration and bullying to the economy,                                  

environmentalism, and drugs.  The purpose of this clinic was not just to help 

the students build their skills in reading, writing, and speaking, but to also 

teach them about the importance of respect and dialogue.  The children shared 

their opinions about the issues they explored and summarized what they 

learned in the daily readings.  Furthermore, they had a chance to predict,      

question, and clarify certain aspects of what they read.  Alyssa Hadley,                       

Clinical Assistant Professor of Urban Teacher Education, said "we believe 

that allowing students to choose issues about which they feel passionate will 

encourage them to develop as independent readers and writers."  After-School 

All-Stars also worked with the American Federation of Teachers to host a 

math and science clinic for the students of Long Middle School.  The kids  

explored geometry, statistics, fractions, and other topics of                                   

mathematics.  Likewise, they learned about physical and chemical changes, 

compared and contrasted solids, liquids, and gases, and were taught about  

objects that sink and float.  After-School All-Stars extends a special thanks to 

Dr. Gladys Yarbrough and Laurie Forstner for allowing their students to work 

with our kids.   

 
GSU Literacy Clinics 

The After-School All-Stars Atlanta summer academies have always provided 

students a chance to hone their athletic prowess.  The children at City of              

Refuge participated in a basketball clinic that was put together by the GSU 

Women's Basketball Team.  The kids learned about the different rules of               

basketball, as well as the many techniques used in the game, with focus placed 

on shooting, passing, blocking, and dribbling.  Likewise, they were taught the                   

significance of teamwork in sports and the importance of friendly                          

competition.  At first they all took part in drills to practice what they learned 

from their instructors.  Next, they broke into teams and played against each 

other to put their skills to the test.  After the clinic was over, the girls had their 

T-shirts autographed by the GSU Panthers.  This year also continued After-

School All-Stars' tradition of sending kids to the Kids & Pros Football 

Camp.  The students took part in various drills that allowed them to develop 

their skills in punting, passing, and kicking.  In addition, they took part in  

obstacle course competitions, group skill training stations, and were taught 

about specific information pertaining to positions such as linebacker and  

quarterback.  The students all demonstrated their physical prowess through the 

HOPSports program, courtesy of the Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation.  This 

unit allowed them to participate in pilates, breakdancing, martial arts, and 

more.  Overall, the kids truly enjoyed these opportunities of physical fitness. 

Many thanks go out to our good friend Budd Curry, his incredibly talented team of instructors and to the Atlanta 

Falcons Youth Foundation.    

Athletics 
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 Camp Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every summer selected After-School All-Stars Atlanta kids take part in Camp Us to meet students from other cities 

and this year was no exception. Taking place in Miami, Florida, Camp Us allowed the All-Stars students to                  

immerse themselves in high school and college prep classes, were taught about preparing for the SAT/ACT and 

college entrance exams, and learned about filling out college applications.  They also attended a career panel that 

emphasized skill development for future employment.  The speakers of this panel were Florida Intercontinental 

University Professor Joy Blanchard, as well as Raul Diaz, President & CEO of South Florida After-School All-

Stars, and Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director of After-School All-Stars Atlanta.  There was an additional ca-

reer panel that took place and the speakers were Eric Estaban, the Media Relations/Communications Manager for 

Fox Sports, and Michael "The Voice" Baiamonte, the Announcer for "The Miami Heat."  Likewise, they visited the 

College of Law at FIU.  In addition to the academically enriching experiences that were available, the kids also got 

a chance to participate in many physical fitness activities.  One of these programs was the Olympics Hula-Hoop 

Challenge, in which all the chapters competed against each other.  A special thanks is extended to Sean, Richard, 

Nodia, Rohan, & Daly on a job well done for hosting this event.  This Campus Miami 2012 was a smooth ride 

packed with activities that kept the students engaged and focused!  
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Highlights 

Summer Festival 

Last year we held our first After-School All-Stars Summer Festival and we 

have continued the event this year.  Students from Long Middle School, 

Brown Middle School, and King Middle School were all pumped up for this 

exciting day, as there were many spectacular activities in which they could 

engage.  The students were placed in different stations and rotated to other   

stations so that they would get to experience all the activities.  There were bean 

bag races, tug-of-war competitions, kick ball tournaments, and inflatable            

obstacle courses available for the All-Stars kids.  Likewise, they competed 

against each other in basketball matches and danced to some exhilarating              

music.  The exhausted students quenched their thirst with refreshments and 

dined on some delicious barbecued food, as well as cotton candy, to nourish 

themselves after a long and hard day of exercise.  We extend our deepest                

gratitude to Fox Sports for sending volunteers to supervise the different                  

stations.  Without this generous group of individuals facilitating everything, 

the day would not have gone as smoothly as it did.   

Stanford Jackson Joins The Team 

Prior to joining the After-School All-Stars 

staff, Stanford Jackson was a part-time               

employee for the After-School All-Stars 

programs at Coan Middle School and               

Harper-Archer Middle School.  He started 

working with Atlanta Public Schools in 

2002, but his passion for serving youth has 

been  evident even before this.  He has been 

working with children for the past 20 years, 

with a large focus on after-

school programs.  He worked for the Department of Juvenile Justice from 

1998 to 2012 to prevent kids from getting into trouble in the future.  Stan              

attended college at Fort Valley State College, located in Fort Valley, GA and 

played college football.  He received a B.S. degree in Marketing from Fort 

Valley State College.  We are happy to have him on our team and we know he 

will make a  tremendous impact on the lives of the students we serve.     

Washington, D.C. 

The After-School All-Stars Youth Advisory Board attends a conference every 

year to build leadership skills so they can effectively plan programs for After-

School All-Stars.  This year the Youth Advisory Board retreat took place in 

Washington, D.C.  The kids learned about the importance of team work, how 

to speak in public, and keeping their grades up in school.  Also, they had a 

chance to explore the various sites of the city, including the White House and 

Lincoln Memorial.  Some recreation time was allotted into the trip as well, 

with activities ranging from dance and basketball to table hockey and running 

games.  This was truly a remarkable trip for the students and we know that 

they will be strong assets to their peers when school starts.   
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All items that are donated to After-School All-Stars must be appropriate for kids.  In addition to providing in-kind 

support, you can make a financial contribution by making a check out to Georgia State University Foundation, Inc. 

and put in the memo line “After-School All-Stars Atlanta.”  If you are interested in tutoring or volunteering directly 

with the kids, please contact Gaurav Bhatia at 404-413-8481 or gbhatia1@gsu.edu.   

 

 

 

Other than contributing in-kind donations, there are various other ways you can help us make an impact in the lives 

of the kids we serve.  We are always looking for donors who are interested in funding our programs.  If you are   

interested in making a financial contribution, please send a check to the Georgia State University Foundation, Inc.  

In addition, you can volunteer your time to tutor our students.  If you are interested in getting involved, please   

contact Gaurav Bhatia at 404-413-8481 or gbhatia1@gsu.edu.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Can Help Us! 
Wish List 

Other Ways 

Sports Supples__________ 

1.  Tennis Balls 

2.  Table Tennis Tools 

3.  Baseball Supplies 

4.  Volleyballs  

5.  Beanbag Toss Game 

6.  Soccer Balls 

7.  Basketballs 

8.  Football Supplies 

9.  Track Equipment 

10. Bullhorns 

11. Dodge Balls 

12. Foosball Tables 

13. Frisbees 

14. Jump Ropes 

15. First Aid Kits 

16. Billiards Equipment 

17. Running Shoes 

18. Stopwatches  

19. Air Hockey Tables 

20. Hoola Hoops 

Card/Boardgames_______ 

1.  BINGO 

2.  Uno 

3.  Monopoly 

4.  Trivia Pursuit 

5.  Scrabble 

6.  Clue 

7.  Balderdash 

8.  Family Feud 

9.  Apples To Apples 

10. Playing Cards 

11. Jenga 

12. Chess 

13. Checkers 

14. Cranium 

15. Taboo 

16. Family Feud 

17. Backgammon 

18. Guess Who 

19. Connect Four 

20. Twister 

Video Games___________ 

1.  Nintendo Wii 

2.  Nintendo DS or 3DS 

3.  X Box Kinect 

4.  Wii Fit 

5.  Trivia Pursuit  

6.  My Word Coach  

7.  Brain Assist  

8.  Learn Science  

9.  National Geographic 

10. Wii Music 

11,  Art Academy  

12. Kinectimals 

13. Guitar Hero  

14. Learning To Spell  

15. Rubik’s World  

16. Harvest Moon  

17. Jeopardy  

18. Sesame Street 

19. Any Fitness Game 

20. Any Educational Game 

Other________________ 

1.  Digital Cameras 

2.  Walkie Talkie 

3.  MapPoint 2010 CD 

4.  Human Body for PC 

5.  Crayola Art Studio CD 

6.  Mathblasters CD 

7.  ProTools Studio CD 

8.  Jumpstart CD  

9.  Gift Cards 

10. Copy Paper 

11. School Supplies 

12. iPods 

13. Glue Sticks 

14. Pixar films 

15. Disney films 

16. Musical Instruments 

17. Calculators 

18. Markers 

19. Measuring Tools 

20. Educational CD’s 

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/asasatlanta 

 

Please follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!atlantaasas 
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur,  
Chairman of the Board 

Valerie R. Jackson,  
Co-Chair of the Board 

Kwanza Hall 
John Schuerholz 

Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Mark Miller 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Barry Donovan 

SITE COORDINATORS 
Gloria Turner: Brown Middle School         Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School  
Dr. Velenaia  Koffi: Harper-Archer  Tony Jones: Long Middle School 
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge 
Tara Johnson: King Middle School        Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School 
Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy    Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA 
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School  James Rawls: Young Middle School 
Gerard A. Jackson: Gilbert House  Ina Williams: South Bend Recreation Center 
Ray Anderson: J.D. Sims Recreation Center 



To Contact Us: 

 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director   lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator    yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Latreskle Schofield, Program Coordinator  lschofield@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator  dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator  sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist   gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Zeldayah Wright, Accounting Clerk  zwright3@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

 

The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential, where 
they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens, technologically 
competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for academic success.   
 
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative leadership 
where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more opportunities for         
academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and emotional adjustment.    

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

Department of Kinesiology and Health 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3975 

125 Decatur Street, Room 137 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3975 


