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   When In Geneva 

Quotes From The Kids 

 

“What I liked in Switzerland is that almost everything was simple. I sort of want to live a simple lifestyle so that 

was the idea I was looking for. Being in Switzerland reminded me of those folk tale stories. Also while I was in 

Switzerland, I had never seen anything as beautiful (except for me) as the Swiss Alps!! Another thing that I liked 

was the horse ride. It was very wobbly but fun. After the horse ride we went to this restaurant where they had a   

cattle barn or something like that. We tried a very cheesy potato with optional onions and optional pickles. As we 

were walking outside of the barn/restaurant, there were children as young as 3 skiing. I was like WOW!! I wish I 

could ski…… But anyway, I saw this very pretty castle and that also reminded me of a fairy tale. Another thing I 

like was that I saw a lot of watches and most was Rolex watches. I had a fun time in Switzerland and I would     

ALWAYS LOVE to go back!! 

          Yemaya Broadnax 

 

“My experience in Geneva, Switzerland was fantabulous. Everything that we experienced out of town I loved it. 

But the number one thing I liked was when the teachers and students went to visit the Swiss Alps! That was my 

favorite part because that was just such a beautiful site. It was a bright sunny day; everyone was excited, taking   

pictures and all. Even the teachers said that they enjoyed that part to because it was a wonderful view and           

experience.  Also, the other great experience I have had in a lifetime {other than going on this trip} was their     

beautiful tasting Chicken Nuggets and French Fries! Their Chicken Nuggets were cool because they came in      

different shapes and sizes. They also have fantastic tasting pasta. The flavor of it was tomato. It contained two 

breadsticks and a tiny little cheese ball. I loved having dinner in Switzerland because we ate out every day.” 

               

           Nadia Martin 

 As a result of a generous sponsorship from Audemars Piguet, five of the 

Brown Middle School Dolphins and two chaperones had a chance to visit    

Geneva, Switzerland.  The kids had a chance to see the lush scenery of the 

beautiful city, including the Swiss Alps and Lake Geneva.  Moreover, they 

were able to get a tour through sites such as the office of the United Nations 

and Saint Peter's Cathedral.  They learned many historical and cultural facts 

about Geneva while traveling on a horse-drawn carriage.  In addition, they 

were able to try out some of the magnificent cuisines in the city's                 

restaurants.  At the end of the trip the students had a chance to dance to music 

from the R & B group Kool & The Gang.  They also accepted a $1,000,000 

donation from our good friends at Audemars Piguet.  The students had         

extremely memorable experiences in Switzerland and we are grateful to Audemars Piguet for providing them this 

wonderful   opportunity.  Also, special thanks to Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director of After-School All-

Stars Atlanta, as well as Joyce Thomas, Site-Coordinator of the After-School All-Stars program at Brown Middle 

School, and Mr. Kester Esokpunwu, for chaperoning the kids.          
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 Programs 
 

 

 

 Atlanta Falcons 

Beyond School 

Four of the After-School All-Stars sites have been chosen by Foundations, 

Inc. during their annual meeting held in Atlanta as locations for bus 

tours.  Representatives from around the nation were able to see the After-

School All-Stars programs at Brown Middle School, the City of Refuge,    

Coretta Scott King Young Women's Leadership Academy, and the B.E.S.T. 

Academy for Boys.  These individuals were able to see the many enrichment 

opportunities available at the sites through bus tours.  They were all marveled 

at the different activities that they saw and will have fond memories of the 

After-School All-Stars program.  

2011 has come off to an excellent start for 

After-School All-Stars.  Atlanta Falcons 

starting left guard Justin Blalock visited 

the schools again this year and made a 

first appearance at Sylvan Hills Middle 

School.  He spoke to the students about 

how his education has impacted his career 

in football and encouraged the kids to 

strive for academic excellence.  Further-

more, he asked them what they all learned 

in their classes at school and they told him 

about their career goals.  After the Q & A part of the day, the kids had a pizza party, courtesy of Mr. Blalock, and 

the students with the highest grade point averages were given certificates.  Also, the kids had their T-shirts auto-

graphed by our friend from the Atlanta Falcons.  Once again, we thank Justin Blalock for all that he has done for 

After-School All-Stars. Also, the HOPSports program, which has given students many chances to participate in ath-

letic activities such as break dancing and martial arts has now incorporated it into the P.E. curriculum for Long 

Middle School.  So, in addition to getting these incredible workouts after-school, the Crawford-Long Tigers will be 

able to use the HOPSports units during the day, with Coach Thomas Alexander leading the workouts.   These 

physically fit kids displayed their fitness drills at the Childhood Obesity Conference, co-sponsored by the Atlanta 

Falcons Youth Foundation and Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation.  In addition to working with the Atlanta Falcons 

Youth Foundation, After-School All-Stars collaborated with the Atlanta Track Club, Metro Atlanta YMCA, and 

Boys & Girls Club of Metro Atlanta to discuss innovative ways that would encourage kids to stay in shape. 

Enrichment 

As always, the After-School All-Stars students have participated in many      

enrichment programs.  The ladies of Coretta Scott King Women's Leadership 

Academy went to the Alliance Theater for a field trip and the kids from the City 

of Refuge went to the Children's Hospital to make art for the patients.  King 

Middle School celebrated Valentine's Day with a dance while Coan Middle 

School hosted the Dads & Donuts party for the kids and their fathers.  A new 

weather unit has been introduced for the project-based learning programs at 

Parks Middle School, Brown Middle School, Coan Middle School, and Sylvan 

Hill Middle School.  Harper-Archer Middle School hosted a Black History    

Remembrance Program to teach students about civil rights leaders such as     

Sojourner Truth, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King through music and song.        
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 Family Nights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichments 

Angel Tree 

Many of the family nights allowed students to demonstrate and discuss what 

they learned in their after-school classes to family members.  The ladies of   

Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy were singing carols 

from both Christmas and Kwanza.  Also, they entertained audience members 

with presentations of tennis skills, forensics, robotics, and other enrichment 

activities.  For the King Middle School Family Night the kids highlighted     

programs such as the Hip Hop Studio, cosmetology, and photography.  In     

addition, there were step and jazz performances, along with a display of     

fashion.  The Sandy Springs Stallions displayed martial arts techniques,     

cooking skills, websites, and a science experiment that focused on making    

elephant toothpaste.  Furthermore, they had a toiletry drive in which hygiene 

supplies such as shampoo, toothpaste, and combs were collected and donated to 

the City of Refuge Women and Children’s Shelter.  The students truly enjoyed 

showing their family members the enrichment activities and the family      

members enjoyed watching them.    

 

 

 

 

After-School All-Stars has partnered with 

the Georgia State University College of 

Education for a wonderful service         

opportunity.  A wish list was put together 

by children residing at the City of Refuge, 

with requests for items such as clothes and 

electronics.  Students, faculty, and staff 

picked out kid's names from an Angel 

Tree, purchasing gifts based on each      

individual child's wish.  The holiday     

presents were delivered to the kids that 

live at the City of Refuge and they had a 

chance to share a meal with their families 

while singing Christmas carols.  There was 

a grand total of  105 gifts donated to this 

cause, making the Angel Tree project a 

major success.  We thank the College of   

Education for co-hosting this program, as 

the kids who received their gifts were 

filled with joy. 
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Family Nights Continued 

That’s Showbiz 

Sound of Music 

Other 

It has been a tradition for After-School All-Stars to provide musical talent    

during family nights.  The Mighty Mustangs of Parks Middle School sang 

Christmas carols such as “Silver Bells,” Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” 

and “Winter Wonderland” in collaboration with the chorus and band groups.  

The music was extremely well orchestrated by flutes, saxophones, and pianos.  

There was also a list of students that were recognized for their contributions to 

the community, announced by Communities In Schools of Atlanta.  The Brown 

Middle School Dolphins held a holiday showcase of dance, songs, and music 

during its family night.  Entertainment was provided by the African Dance 

Team, Brown Middle School Band, band and chorus groups, foreign language 

groups such as French and Spanish, and other clubs in the school.  After these 

events were over, the kids and their family members had the chance to share wonderful meals together.  A special 

thanks goes to all the musicians for making these evenings so marvelous.   

The Jaguars of Harper-Archer Middle School have closed the 2010 school year 

with a holiday family night unlike anything seen before.  The students put on 

some amazing theatrical performances with a play based on Dr. Seuss’ “How  

The Grinch Stole Christmas!”  This play, put on by the After-School All-Stars 

Student Council, allowed the students to display their incredible acting talents.  

Furthermore, the musical groups composed Christmas carols such as “Jingle 

Bells” and “Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer” throughout the play.  The      

performances were brought to life by the exceptional stage designs and props, as 

a number of groups were responsible for putting all of this together.  The hard 

work of the Harper-Archer Middle School Photography Club, as well as the 

marching band, Atlanta Public Schools Transportation, and other committees, 

ensured that this evening was one that the kids and their families would never forget.  After the play, everybody 

celebrated the night with some delicious meals.  Kudos to the Jaguars!        

Many of the other family nights focused on other types of themes.  The Coan 

Middle School Panthers shared an evening of accolades with their family    

members.  During this event students received the “One Fair Awards” for their 

academic accomplishments and exemplary participation in the After-School All

-Stars program.  In addition, parents were told about how their kids will be able 

to prepare for the CRCT and students were given Hawks tickets as door prizes.  

Coan Middle School worked with the Whiteford Community Center to make 

this night special.  The Tigers of Long Middle School took part in a BINGO 

nightin which they received raffle prizes such as board games.  As a result of 

the teamwork between Long Middle School and Communities In Schools of 

Atlanta, this night was spectacular.  The gentlemen at the B.E.S.T. Academy for Boys, as well as the kids at Gilbert 

House and J.D. Sims, dined on some scrumptious cuisines with their family members during their family holiday 

extravaganzas.  With so many sites being part of After-School All-Stars this year, 2010 was the greatest year for 

family nights and we are looking forward to what future years will provide for the kids we serve.  
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What’s New 
Sylvan Hills 

New Staff Member 

After-School All-Stars welcomes Zeldayah Wright as the newest member of the 

staff.  She was born in Newark, NJ and raised in Albany, GA. She is a current 

senior of Georgia State University. She will be graduating in May of 2011 with 

her Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting. She is currently active 

in Georgia State's Kappa Chapter of The International Fraternity of Delta Sigma 

Pi, a co-ed business fraternity, where she serves on the Hospitality committee. 

She worked as a Student Assistant in the Department of Kinesiology and Health 

at Georgia State University from Fall 2009 to Spring 2011. In her spare time, 

she enjoys visiting her family in New Jersey, spending  time with friends, 

watching good movies and television shows, cooking, volunteering and listening to music.  

As a result of a $600,000 grant from the Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation, Sylvan Hills Middle School has become  

the newest site to the After-School All-Stars family.  This month the Sylvan Hill Bears kicked off the year with a 

family game night.  The kids had an opportunity to play various games to nourish their minds and bodies. Some of 

these games included Monopoly, Domino 6, Scrabble, and Twister.  There were also BINGO competitions and pop 

quizzes that allowed the kids to win door prizes such as iPod shuffles.  The pop quizzes reinforced material students 

learned in class, with questions being related to math equations and other aspects of learning.  This event was very 

successful, as a lot of students signed up to be part of the After-School All-Stars program.  The Sylvan Hills Middle 

School Bears are very excited about what the rest of the year has in store for them, since they will get to participate 

in all the wonderful enrichment opportunities of which kids from the other schools had a chance to be involved  
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Marcus FoundationMarcus FoundationMarcus Foundation   
Joseph B. Whitehead FoundationJoseph B. Whitehead FoundationJoseph B. Whitehead Foundation   

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur,  
Chairman of the Board 

Valerie R. Jackson,  
Co-Chair of the Board 

Kwanza Hall 
John Schuerholz 

Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Mark Miller 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Barry Donovan 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Jill Riemer 
Gail Hayes 

Laureen Lamb 
Kwanza Hall 

Kathy Augustine 
Dr. Carolyn Huff 

Dr. Roy H. Forbes 
Kirk Posmantur 

SITE COORDINATORS 
Joyce Thomas: Brown Middle School         Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hill Middle School  
Dion Sanford: Parks Middle School             Dr. Velenaia  Koffi: Harper-Archer 
Tony Jones: Long Middle School       Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy 
Clara Taylor: King Middle School             Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School 
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs                  Nia Baker: City of Refuge 
Jacci Fuller: Gilbert House and J.D. Sims   Danika Woods: Coretta Scott King 
                                                                              Nicole Bird: Coretta Scott King 



To Contact Us: 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director    lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator     yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Latreskle Schofield, Program Coordinator  lschofield@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator   dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist    kingab@langate.gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8357 

Zeldayah Wright, Student Assistant   kinzcw@gsu.edu or 404-413-8358 

 

The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential, 
where they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens,     
technologically competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for            
academic success.   
 
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative            
leadership where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more       
opportunities for academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and 
emotional adjustment.    

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

Department of Kinesiology and Health 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3975 

125 Decatur Street, Room 137 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3975 


