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Activities 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

Much of our After-School All-Stars’ success lies in the plethora of enrichment activities offered for the students at 

the schools.  These activities allow students to develop new interests and skills, pursue peer relationships, and learn 

about ways to increase their health and wellness.  The Mighty Mustangs of Parks Middle School took part in an 

inauguration ball for the new presidential term, while the ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership 

Academy engaged in a girl’s club, run by graduate students from Georgia State University, that allows them to 

bond through socialization and personal development activities.  The  gentlemen at B.E.S.T. and the students at 

King Middle School engaged in the Comic Book Project, a program that enables students to learn how to design 

their own comic books.  Students from Carson Middle School participated in a chess club, Brown Middle School 

offered a movie night for the kids, and Bank of America went to some of the schools to teach the students about 

finances through the Project HOPE program.  The students from Harper-Archer Middle School and Brown Middle 

School celebrated Black History Month with a quiz bowl and Turner had a birthday party for After-School All-

Stars participants who were born in February.  These are just some of the offerings available, and the students have 

thoroughly enjoyed their enrichment activities.   

 Cheerleading 

Girls Club 

Chess Club 

Nutrition & Cooking 

Comic Book Design 

Photography 

Project HOPE 

8th Grade Writing 

African Dance 

Basketball 

Debate Tream 

Spelling Bee  

The Champs At Coretta Scott King 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ladies of Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy 

achieved some extraordinary accomplishments in the month of February.  

The Atlanta Public Schools system hosted their annual spelling bee, in 

which CSK was among twenty-four schools that competed.  Shania Battle, 

a seventh grader from CSK’s After-School All-Stars program, finished in 

8th place.  Also, Areleessia Bell and Asiah Edwards, two girls from the 

CSK After-School All-Stars program, won medals at the Atlanta Middle 

School Debate Tournament for their exceptional abilities to debate the topic 

of Brownfields and Environmental Racism.  These young ladies moved up 

to Junior Varsity ranking and will head to state ranking.  Kudos to CSK!     
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Field Trips 

Activities Continued 

King Family Night 

King Middle School hosted a family night event, courtesy of the Georgia Parent-Teacher Student Association 

(PTSA).  This gathering allowed parents of students in the After-School All-Stars program to consider taking part 

in the Georgia PTSA. There were two dance performances put on by Journey Productions.  Moreover, After-School 

All-Stars provided door prizes of  merchandise, including coats and T-shirts.  Lastly, the parents, students, and staff 

of King Middle School and After-School All-Stars dined on pizza and refreshments to celebrate the event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

After-School All-Stars strives to expose the students it serves with hands-on and project-based learning experiences 

at sites outside of the schools, which is often accomplished through field trips.  Students from Carson Middle 

School went to the King Tut Exhibit for a self-guided tour of the history behind the Pharoahs, Brown Middle 

School’s students skated at Metro Skates, and the students from Long Middle School went bowling at Metro Lanes, 

dined at Mary Mac’s, and watched the Freedom Train play at the Fox Theatre.  This play allowed the kids at Long 

to learn about Harriet Tubman and her struggles to help slaves escape from their masters.  Maxx Fun, a theme park, 

was another destination for a field trip of the students at Long Middle School.  Likewise, the  Mighty Mustangs of 

Parks went to a Hawks game and the ladies of Coretta Scott King participated in a Debate tournament at Carver.   
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Holiday Parties 

Celebrations 

ASAS Gets Award 

Every year the Office of Student Life and Leadership at Georgia State University 

hosts the Martin Luther King Jr. Convocation to honor the memories of civil 

rights leaders that have fought for justice.  This year After-School All-Stars has 

been awarded the Hosea Williams Award for Community Activism, an award 

that recognizes agencies that address important social issues through community 

projects and advocacy efforts.  After-School All-Stars advocates on behalf of the 

kids it serves, as it addresses the importance of providing after-school programs 

to keep children from getting involved in drugs, gangs, and violence, encouraging 

them to pursue chances for life-long learning and personal development.  The 

After-School All-Stars staff received a plaque during the MLK Convocation for honoring the legacy that Hosea 

Williams left behind.  After receiving the Regional Excellence Award and the Summa Cum Laude A+ Award 

prior to this event, it looks like After-School All-Stars is on a roll with awards. 

At The Schools 
 

After-School All-Stars closed out the 2007 program year with holiday parties at 

our schools served, and for 2008 the tradition continued.  These parties brought 

staff, the students, and their family members together to celebrate the successes 

of the After-School All-Stars program.  Harper-Archer Middle School, Brown 

Middle School, the B.E.S.T. Academy for Boys, and Parks Middle School hosted 

the events during the winter season, and many different activities took place at 

each school.  Musical and dance performances were put on at Harper-Archer 

Middle School, while students at Parks Middle School were singing Chistmas 

carols from different parts of the world.  The songs consisted of “Adeste Fidel” 

from Latin America, an African Hymn called “Siyahumba,” a Spanish song 

known as “Feliz Navidad,” and “Carol of the Bells” from Ukraine.  All the 

schools, including Brown and the B.E.S.T. Academy, provided delicious meals to 

the participants at these parties.  Also, door prizes were offered to the students at 

these events. 2008 was an exceptional year for After-School All-Stars, and with 

the addition of Turner Middle School And Long Middle School to the list of 

schools served, the 2009 program year is going to be even better!   

 

At Georgia State University 
 

The staff at the schools  weren’t the only ones that were hosting holiday events to 

celebrate the impact that After-School All-Stars has made on the community.  

The Department of Kinesiology and Health at Georgia State University hosted a 

holiday party in which staff at GSU’s Sports Arena and representatives from each 

of the schools came together to share memories of the program and future plans 

for the schools.  Also, some students from Dr. Kuperminc’s psychology class 

observed and evaluated the All-Stars program and were treated to lunch at the 

Sports Arena.  These events exemplify the strong partnership that Georgia State 

University has with the schools that After-School All-Stars serves.   
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Turner Wolves 

Two New Schools 

The Henry McNeal Turner Middle School Wolves have joined the After-School 

All-Stars family this year with great enthusiasm.  They kicked off 2009 with a 

pizza party and participated in some exciting activities.  Turner Middle School 

has successfully implemented initiatives to ensure that its students excel in their 

academic work.  One of these goals is bridging the achievement gap in reading 

and mathematics skills among students, which Turner has received an accolade 

called Safe Harbor as a result of these efforts.  The number of  students at Turner 

that met the minimum standards for Georgia Middle School Writing Assessment 

has increased, and Turner has also succeeded in the incorporation of technology 

to bridge the gap of the digital divide.  After-School All-Stars is privileged to 

work with such an exceptional school and its students. 

Mission 
To provide high standards of learning for teachers and students 

 

Belief Statements 
Academic, Attendance, Behavior, and Respect are the four targets that must be 

evident in order to create an exemplary school which develops strong traditions 

and prides itself on offering children a safe, secure, and challenging learning   

environment.  Communication between the school and parents and community 

members is consistently regular, two-way, and meaningful, with clear and com-

prehensive evidence of its contribution to short and long-range school improve-

ment plan goals, particularly student achievement targets.   

Vision 
Long Middle School is committed to empowering students with the confidence, 

social skills and intellectual capacity required to successfully thrive and compete 

in the global marketplace.  

The Tigers of Crawford-Long Middle School represent the hopes and dreams of 

their school by actively learning, discovering, and achieving.  Long Middle 

School accepted the opportunity to be involved in After-School All-Stars with 

open arms.  They kicked off the year with a family game night in which students 

were playing BINGO to win various prizes.  These prizes were boardgames such 

as Scrabble, Cranium, and Monopoly.  Prior to this event, After-School All-Stars 

staff spoke to the students and their families about the abundance of enrichment 

opportunities that will be available for them.  Long Middle School has a Parent 

Teacher Association that actively works to build relationships with the school by 

organizing special events and providing a forum to discuss issues of importance.  

Long also has a homework hotline in which teachers provide students with one-

on-one assistance to help them understand and solve homework problems.  Long 

has much support from community partners that support project-based learning. 

After-School All-Stars will certainly embrace Long Middle School as a place that 

will give its students a very rewarding experience. 

Long Tigers 
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   Meet The New Program Coordinators 
Jarel Small 

Jarel Small hails from Wichita, KS by way of Baton Rouge, LA where he received his undergraduate degree, a B.S. 

in Criminal Justice, from Southern University and A & M College. After graduating, Jarel realized that he had a 

genuine passion for working with children, particularly middle school kids. However, during his previous tenure 

with Hands On Atlanta Americorps, working as a math tutor for students who needed extra resources in math, Jarel 

figured that working toward prevention of juvenile criminals, rather than their correction, would be a greater benefit 

to the youth. Jarel is hopeful that his endeavors to provide children with quality mentoring, tutoring, enrichment, 

and educational programs will, overall, improve the average student and challenge them to strive to obtain greater 

aspirations. Jarel believes that children are a blank canvas awaiting their artistic masterpiece, and it is only through 

positive guidance, mentorship, engaging activities, and innovative education that their masterpieces can truly be 

showcased. Mahatma Gandhi explained it best:  "Infinite striving to be the best is man's duty; it is its own reward." 

Success ultimately lies within yourself, and being the best YOU that YOU can be! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

David Winslow 

David Winslow is a native of Atlanta, GA. He attended, what was once, Southside Comprehensive High school in 

the Grant Park area. He was a standout on the Varsity basketball team which won the AAAA State title and earned 

a full scholarship to Bradley University in Peoria, IL. Upon graduating and receiving his degree in Social Services/ 

Sociology, he returned to Atlanta to continue his passion of working with at-risk youth.  Most recently David 

worked for the Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club, in the Centennial Park community as Teen Program Director. 

With David’s guidance his program grew from 10 members to 30 members attending on a consistent basis in just a 

few short months. David brings with him to After-School All-Stars eleven years of supervisory experience in social 

services, working with at-risk youth in the therapeutic, educational and social environments. His expertise and 

training are in crisis intervention, CAFAS, suicide intervention, and conflict resolution. David is recognized for 

being adaptable and successful in any environment with the proven ability to communicate effectively with various 

levels of management as well as with clients and parents. 
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Marcus FoundationMarcus FoundationMarcus Foundation   

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur, Co-Chair 
Valerie R. Jackson, Co-Chair 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Vice-Chair 
Kwanza Hall 

John Schuerholz 
Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Jim Tafel 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Dr. Sharon Ordu 

Ted Florence 
Barry Donovan 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Jill Riemer 
Gail Hayes 

Laureen Lamb 
Kwanza Hall 

Kathy Augustine 
Dr. Carolyn Huff 

Dr. Roy H. Forbes 
Kirk Posmantur 



To Contact Us: 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director   lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator    yanna04@yahoo.com or 404-413-8481 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator  dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist   kingab@langate.gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Eljin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@student.gsu.edu or 404-413-8357 

Our Mission 
 

The After-School All-Stars mission is to develop children to their fullest potential, 
where they are critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible citizens, 
technologically competitive, and active life-long learners better prepared for aca-
demic success. 
 
Our goal is to offer quality, high performing programs with collaborative leader-
ship where students will get better grades in conduct and school, more opportuni-
ties for academic and personal growth, and enhance peer relations and emotional 
adjustment. 

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

Department of Kinesiology and Health 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3975 

125 Decatur Street, Room 137 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3975 


