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   Activities 
 

                                                            

 

 

Health And Fitness 

This summer has given our students a large number of enrichment               

programs in which to take part.  Students at Long Middle School                

participated in arts & crafts, crocheting, computer technology, and video 

and board games.  Project-based learning, in particular, is a critical part 

of the After-School All-Stars learning experience.  The Tigers of Long 

Middle School participated in Brick Lab and Robotics, one of our newest 

project-based learning modules.  The children at City of Refuge were 

taught about the history of famous sites such as the Great Wall of China 

and the Empire State Building and built replicas of these structures with 

Legos through the Lego Lab.  Field trips play a pivotal role in the After-

School All-Stars experience.  The Dolphins of Brown Middle School went to Regal Cinema to watch 

“Man of Steel,” went skating at the Greater Atlanta Metro Skating Center, visited Atlanta Medieval 

Times, and went on an overnight camping trip at Pine Mountain State Park.  Students at Long Middle 

School had the opportunity to see incredible sites such as the Carter Center, Center of Puppetry Arts, and 

Fun Time Bowling.  Likewise, the kids at King Middle School went to destinations like World of Coke, 

the CNN Center, and Six Flags.  The children at Southbend took some field trips all over the City of      

Atlanta while the kids at City of Refuge watched the movie “Monster University” and drew pictures of 

the characters in the film.  A special thanks to Dr. Anton Puvirajah, Steve Harmon, and Brenden                

Calandra for putting together the project-based learning modules in our program.   

When it comes to health and fitness, After-School All-Stars is 

on top of its game.  Our students had a wide range of ways to 

engage in physical activity this summer.  The students at King 

Middle School took   lessons in swimming and water safety at 

the school’s swimming pool while the Tigers of Long Middle 

School were involved with sports such as cheerleading and 

dance.  The    Dolphins of Brown Middle School took part in 

the HOPSports program, courtesy of the Atlanta Falcons Youth 

Foundation, and got their exercise through activities such as 

break dancing and martial arts.  Kids at South Bend were              

involved with Fun Fitness, a program that allowed them to take 

part in different athletic challenges.  Also, the children at City 

of Refuge brought out the athletes inside themselves through 

basketball and soccer.  Our students also cooked some                   

nutritious and delicious food through the nutrition clinic and 

were taught about personal hygiene, disease prevention, and 

other aspects of health and safety through Citizen                 

Wellness.   Our students returned to the Kids & Pros Football 

Camp this year, courtesy of our friends from the Atlanta               

Falcons Youth Foundation.   

Enrichment 
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Academic Enrichment 

The Academy of Future Teachers and After-School All-Stars have 

partnered with each other for several years to provide engaging math 

and science clinics.  These interdisciplinary sessions consisted of          

lessons in subjects ranging from chemistry, biology, and physics to 

algebra and geometry.  The kids learned about measuring temperature, 

density, and composition of the earth’s crust, mantle, and core.             

Likewise, they were taught how to create their own dirt and studied the 

various layers of soil, including top soil and subsoil.  The kids                

measured various angles of different shapes such as triangles and 

squares.  They also determined how to measure acceleration and speed 

by running in different sections of Georgia State University.  The             

students took part in many different activities so that their learning              

experiences would be more engaging.  For instance, they solved              

crossword puzzles, played board games that highlighted the topics they 

studied, and challenging their minds with jeopardy exercises.  We 

would like to give our gratitude to Laurie Forstner, Project                       

Coordinator for Institutional Support at the GSU College of Education, 

for providing future teachers to offer these lessons to our kids.   

After-School All-Stars and the Georgia State University Department of   

Middle-Secondary Education have spent several years collaborating to 

offer engaging reading clinics for our students and this year the             

commitment has continued.  Our kids took part in  discussion groups 

about what types of books they were interested in and the teachers se-

lected the materials based on those preferences.  During the literacy 

sessions teachers presented fact-question-response strategies to allow 

the students to identify vital information in the nonfiction books by 

asking questions and giving answers to them.  The kids explored many 

topics by using graphic organizers and writing 5-line poems based on 

these ideas.  In addition, participants of the literacy clinics read movie 

reviews and then wrote their own reviews on films that they’ve seen.  

Kids from all the schools took part in this program and developed a 

number of skills.  Not only did they build their speed reading abilities, 

but they also increased how well they were able to write paragraphs 

and identify words and their meanings.  A special thanks to Dr. Gladys 

Yarbrough from the GSU College of Education for her commitments to 

the students we serve.     

Academy of Future Teachers 

Literacy Clinic 
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Every summer we bring all the schools of the summer academies together for the annual Summer Bash.  

Once again, our friends at Fox Sports volunteered to facilitate the activities for the students we serve.  

This year was our biggest Summer Bash, as our kids had more things to participate in than ever.           

Students from Brown Middle School, Long Middle School, and King Middle School participated in     

rotations of games like flag football, 3-on-3 basketball tournaments, and Michael Jackson dance offs.  

There were also inflatable obstacle races, joust competitions, and water slides.  Furthermore, they played 

videogames, board games, and watched movies.  When the kids were not busy with the many indoor and 

outdoor activities, they were treated to some delicious hamburgers, cake, peach cobbler, and cotton             

candy.  In addition, they quenched their thirst with iced tea, lemonade, and water.  Everybody thoroughly 

enjoyed this event, including the students, their parents, staff, and the volunteers.  We can’t thank Fox 

Sports enough for the time they spent assisting us with the Summer Bash and we know our fruitful rela-

tionship with them will continue in the years to come. 
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We’re Growing 
 

 

In this next school year the City of Atlanta, another one of our partners, has allocated funding to After-

School All-Stars to create programs for six new sites.  Currently we serve JD Sims, Gilbert House, and 

South Bend, three recreation centers that are part of the Mayor’s Centers of Hope, but with the             

additional funding, we will start academic enrichment programs at Adams Park Recreation Center, 

Peachtree Hills Recreation Center, Rosel Fann Recreation Center, Bessie Branham Park Recreation              

Center, Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center, and Grove Park Recreation Center.  We look forward 

to working with these new sites this year and beyond. 

New Sites 

How You Can Help 

With these 6 new sites, we will now be serving a grand total of 21 sites for the upcoming year.  It’s       

because of the generosity of our partners that we can continue to expand our programs.  There are so 

many ways to get involved.  You can make a financial contribution by making a check out to Georgia 

State University Foundation, Inc. and put in the memo line “After-School All-Stars Atlanta.”  For just 

$500 you can send a student to an after-school program ALL YEAR, five days a week.  Your donation 

can provide a student computer programs to stimulate their academic enrichment experiences, send a 

child on a field trip to the CNN Center, provide, allow a kid to learn entrepreneurship, and a variety of 

other exciting learning opportunities.  If you are interested in tutoring or volunteering directly with the 

kids, please contact Gaurav Bhatia at 404-413-8355 or gbhatia1@gsu.edu.   We thank our supporters 

with all our hearts, as we will be able to impact the lives of more students in the years to come.   

Sports Supples__________ 

1.  Tennis Balls 

2.  Table Tennis Tools 

3.  Baseball Supplies 

4.  Volleyballs  

5.  Beanbag Toss Game 

6.  Soccer Balls 

7.  Basketballs 

8.  Football Supplies 

9.  Track Equipment 

10. Bullhorns 

11. Dodge Balls 

12. Foosball Tables 

13. Frisbees 

14. Jump Ropes 

15. First Aid Kits 

16. Billiards Equipment 

17. Running Shoes 

18. Stopwatches  

19. Air Hockey Tables 

20. Hoola Hoops 

Card/Boardgames_______ 

1.  BINGO 

2.  Uno 

3.  Monopoly 

4.  Trivia Pursuit 

5.  Scrabble 

6.  Clue 

7.  Balderdash 

8.  Family Feud 

9.  Apples To Apples 

10. Playing Cards 

11. Jenga 

12. Chess 

13. Checkers 

14. Cranium 

15. Taboo 

16. Family Feud 

17. Backgammon 

18. Guess Who 

19. Connect Four 

20. Twister 

Video Games___________ 

1.  Nintendo Wii or Wii U 

2.  Nintendo DS or 3DS 

3.  X Box Kinect 

4.  Wii Fit 

5.  Trivia Pursuit  

6.  My Word Coach  

7.  Brain Assist  

8.  Learn Science  

9.  National Geographic 

10. Wii Music 

11,  Art Academy  

12. Kinectimals 

13. Guitar Hero  

14. Learning To Spell  

15. Rubik’s World  

16. Harvest Moon  

17. Jeopardy  

18. Sesame Street 

19. Any Fitness Game 

20. Any Educational Game 

Other________________ 

1.  Digital Cameras 

2.  Walkie Talkie 

3.  MapPoint 2010 CD 

4.  Human Body for PC 

5.  Crayola Art Studio CD 

6.  Mathblasters CD 

7.  ProTools Studio CD 

8.  Jumpstart CD  

9.  Gift Cards 

10. Copy Paper 

11. School Supplies 

12. iPods 

13. Glue Sticks 

14. Pixar films 

15. Disney films 

16. Musical Instruments 

17. Calculators 

18. Markers 

19. Measuring Tools 

20. Educational CD’s 

Wish List 
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Highlights 
Deborah Hampton a 

native of Atlanta, 

GA, has joined the 

After-School All-

Stars as the team’s 

Business Manager. 

She has prior                 

experience at Georgia State University in different           

departments on campus.  Deborah attended Clark 

Atlanta University and  received her Bachelor’s of 

Arts  degree in Business Administration with a  

minor in Management. She enjoys attending             

movies, plays, going to antique car shows and   

traveling. She is active in several charities and 

loves spending time with family and friends.   

Mr. Taig Goins, the 

site coordinator at 

Young Middle 

School, spent his 

youth playing foot-

ball, baseball and 

running track.  In 

high school he             

became a stellar performer on the field, receiving 

all-state honors while maintaining honor roll status 

in the classroom.  He obtained a degree in                    

psychology from North Carolina Agricultural and 

State University in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Mr. Goins began his teaching career at a middle 

school in Orlando, Florida. Mr. Goins is married 

and has one child.  Away from school, he likes to 

read, exercise, and learn new things. 

LaJuana Ezzard is 

the site coordinator 

of the After-School 

All-Stars program, 

as well as the                

Media Specialist, at 

Coretta Scott King 

Young Women’s 

Leadership Academy. She has over 15 years of   

experience as an educator.  Mrs. Ezzard holds a 

Specialist in Curriculum and Instruction and she is 

a National Board Teacher.  She has been with the 

After School All Stars program for two years and 

has really taken the program to new heights at the 

all girls school.  She enjoys spending time with her 

family and traveling.  This year her program focus 

is health and fitness and community outreach. 

Maurice Shaffer is a 

new Program    Co-

ordinator for the 

After-School All-

Stars program.  He 

is an Atlanta native, 

as well as a               

proud graduate from      

Georgia State University.  He has worked with             

inner city youth for over 15 years and is a             

co-founder of IMAGE (I Must Achieve the Goal to 

Excel), where he developed and created fun, inter-

active programs that encompassed life skills,                 

academics, community service, and family                  

engagement.  Maurice enjoys reading and traveling 

around the world and believes that with the proper 

support and love all children can excel.  
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kirk Posmantur,  
Chairman of the Board 

Valerie R. Jackson,  
Co-Chair of the Board 

Kwanza Hall 
John Schuerholz 

Don Waddell 
Mike Burton 

Scott Polhemus 
Mark Miller 

Damion Carufe 
Ann Lally 

Dr. Carolyn Huff 
Barry Donovan 

SITE COORDINATORS 
Gloria Turner: Brown Middle School         Tiffany Franklin: Sylvan Hills Middle School  
Dr. Velenaia  Koffi: Harper-Archer  Tony Jones: Long Middle School 
Janet Lane: Sandy Springs Middle School Elisha Hodgins: City Of Refuge 
Tara Johnson: King Middle School        Bernard Webb: Coan Middle School 
Vernon Smart: B.E.S.T. Academy    Lajuana Ezzard: Coretta Scott King YWLA 
Schredrick Austin: Price Middle School  Taig Goins: Young Middle School 
Gerard A. Jackson: Gilbert House  Ina Williams: South Bend Recreation Center 
Ray Anderson: J.D. Sims Recreation Center 



To Contact Us: 

Dr. Walt Thompson, Executive Director   wrthompson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8365 

Lyndsy Greene, Associate Executive Director   lgreene@gsu.edu or 404-413-8481 

Yanna Jones, Program Coordinator    yannajones@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

David Winslow, Program Coordinator  dwinslow@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Jarel Small, Program Coordinator   jsmall@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Stanford Jackson, Program Coordinator  sjackson@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Maurice Shaffer, Program Coordinator  mshaffer2@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Gaurav Bhatia, Public Relations Specialist   gbhatia1@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

Deborah Hampton, Business Manager  dhampton3@gsu.edu or 404-413-8150 

Elgin Andrews, Graduate Fellow   eandrews@gsu.edu or 404-413-8355 

James Ruvalcaba, Star Volunteer    

 

 

 
PLEASE 
STAMP 
HERE 

After-School All-Stars Atlanta 

College of Education 

Georgia State University 

P.O. Box 3980 

1 Park Place, Suite 1016 

Atlanta, GA 30302-3980 

Please find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/asasatlanta 

Please follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!atlantaasas 


